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PREFACE RY 


There is no middle mean in poetry. It must be, as Horace 
said, sublimely good or despicablyill. There are many poems 
which are, but for jingling rhymes or certain tricks of expres- 
sion, sheer prose. They never become universal favourites. 
In order to become a universal favourite a poem must combine 
the beauty of sentiment with that of expression. The poems 
included in this selection not only distinguish themselves for 
their felicitous phrasing and the fine music they make to the 
car, but rouse in the mind visions of truth, beauty, and 
goodness. They are also adapted to the culture Stage of the 
High School boy. Most of them are related to his own expe- 
rience and interpretsome phase of lifetohim. Aftera reading 
of them he will not fail to discover to himself that they have 
quickened his sympathies, aroused his ambition, and given 
him an onward impulse and an upward outlook. 


The Study at the eed of each lesson is designed to give 
such information as a thoughtful young reader would wish to 
have about the author and the subject. Suitable questions 
on the poem under study have been given at the end.! 


L. D. GuPTA 
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cc-o. MrberBuilder ofthe Indian Natig: 


A NATION'S BUILDERS 


Not gold, but only men can make 
A people great and strong— 

Men who, for truth and honour's sake, 
Stand fast and suffer long. 


Brave men, who work while others sleep, 
Who dare while others fly— 
They build a nation's pillars deep 
And lift them to the sky. : 
Ralph Waldo Emerson 


Stupy OF THE PoEM 


R. W. Emerson, the American essayist, philosopher, and 
poet, was born in 1803. He publahed a collection of his 
oems in 1847. He publishe Koreman Men in 1850, 
nglish Traits in 1850, and The Conduct of Life in 1860. 
He also contributed poems and prose to the Atlantic Monthly. 
He died in 1882. 


The poem uses two short stanzas of perfect form. The 
line unit is clearly defined both by phrasing and by rhyme. 


The greatness ofa nation does not depend upon its mate- 
rial possessions but on the spiritual power of its people. 


1. gold. Gold here signifies wealth. 2. 4 people, a nation, 
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4. Stand fast, remain firm. 6. dare, fight boldly. fy, run 
away from the battlefield. 7. pillars, i.c., pillars on which 
the edifice of a nation stands; dech, i.c., with a deep found- 
ation, 8. to the sky, to a very great height. To the sky is hy- 
perbolically used. 


EXERCISE 


1. Whatclasses of men make a nation great and strong ? 

2. To what is a nation compared in the last two lines ? 

3. Do you think that India promises to be a great and 
strong nation ? Why ? Why not ? 

4, Whatis the rhyme arrangement in either stanza ? 

5. Who dare while others fly. In this line dare is contrast- 
ed in meaning with fly. The figure of speech is antithesis. 
In what other line or lines of this poem do you have 
-antithesis ? $ 

6. Men and make in the first line begin with the same 
letter. They are in alliteration. Do you find alliteration 
in any other line ? 
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WHAT IS GOOD ? 


“What is the real good ?— 
I asked in musing mood. 


Order, said the law court: 
Knowledge, said the school; 
Truth, said the wise man; 
Pleasure, said the fool; 
Modesty, said the maiden; 
Honour, said the page; 
Freedom, said the dreamer; 
Home, said the sage; 

Fame, said the soldier; 
Equity, said the seer :— 


Spake my heart full sadly : 
“The answer is not here.” 


Then within my bosom 
Softly this I heard : 
Each heart holds the secret : 
Kindness is the word.” 
John Boyle O'Reilly 
3 
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4 VISIONS OF POETRY 
STUDY OF THE POEM 


John Boyle O'Reilly, the Irish. soldier, journalist and 
poet, was born in 1844. Although in service of the queen, 
he joined the Fenian movement for which he was imprisoned 
in Australia. From this country he escaped on board an 
American vessel to Boston. Here he wrote BEN 
verse, while he was the editor of The Boston Pilot. He 
died in 1890. 


The poem explores important phases of life in search 
for what is good. The good does not lie in order, or in 
knowledge, or in truth, or in pleasure, or in modesty, or in 
honour, or in freedom, or in home, or in fame, or in equity, 
but in kindness, the supreme value of which everybody feels 


in his heart. 


2. in musing mood, in a brooding state of'mind. 10. sage, 
a person who has acquired wisdom from experience. 
12. Equity, fairness. 13. spake, spoke. ‘The form spake is old 
_ and is used only in poetry. 16. Softly, gently. 


EXERCISE 


1, Whatis the poet’s answer to the question at the head ? 


2. In what way is the poet’s answer better than the other 
EE ? Canyouthinkofastill better answer ? Whatis 


3. Explain : 
Each heart holds the secret 
Kindness is the word. है. 
4, Find an example of alliteration in the poem. 
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THE POET'S SONG 


The rain had fallen, the Poet arose, 
He passed by the town and out of the street, 
A light wind blew from the gates of the sun, 
. Amd waves of shadow went over the wheat, 
And he sat him down in a lonely place, 
And chanted a melody loud and sweet, 
That made the wild swan pause in her cloud, 
And the lark drop down at his feet. 


The swallow stopped as he hunted the fly, 
The snake slipped under a spray, 

The wild hawk stood with the down on his beak, 
And stared with his foot on the prey, 

And the nightingale thought, “have sung many 


songs, 
But never a one so gay, 
For he sings of what the world will be 
When the years have died away". 
Tennyson . 


STUDY OF THE POEM 


Alfred Tennyson, one of England's major poets, was bo 
in 1809. He was Poet Laureate from 1850 BII his death in 


2 5 
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1892. He wrote long rand short poems on many different 
subjects. If your interest in English poetry grows, you will 
read with delight In Memoriam, The Princess, Maud, and The 
Idylls of the King among his long poems and The Lady of Shalott, 
Ode on the Death of the Duke of Wellington, The Lotus-Eaters, 
and The Charge of the Light Brigade among his short poems. 


The poem describes the power of poetry. The sweetest 
singers of the sky as well as the hunters stop to listen 
to the poet’s song, and the poet foretells a time when there 
shall be no cruelty or bloodshed. 


9. the gátes of the sun, that part of the sky where the sun 
rises or sets. 4. waves of shadow, shadows moving like waves, 
thrown by the wheat plants bowing down by the force of 
the wind. wheat, i.e., elds of wheat. 5. him, himself. 6. 
chanted, sang. melody, song. 7. in her cloud, in the cloud 
"where she was flying. 10. slipped, moved aside. spray ,a 
-small branch of a tree with its flowers or leaves. 11. down, 
-feather. 16. When...away, when the present time has passed. 


EXERCISE 


1. What is the setting given by Tennyson to the Poet's 
song ? 


2. Describe the influence of the poets’ song on the lark, ` 


the snake, and the hawk. 
3. How can you say that th t i ) 
in melody ? you say that the poet's song is unsurpassed 
` 4, Give the order of rhymes in the first stanza.’ 


_ 5. Point out two vowel sounds whi 
trans Ea the ieee nds which are repeatedseveral 


6. Give three examples of alliteration in the poem. 
ees Aen lines in the poem do you consider most 


: 8. In which lines has the poet drawn pictures in words ? J: 
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LIFE IS A LEAF 


Life is a leaf of paper white 
Whereon each one of us may write 
His word or two, and then comes the night. 


Muse not which way the pen to hold; 
Luck hates the slow and loves the bold ; 
Soon come the darkness and the cold. 


Greatly, begin ! though thou have time 
But for a line, be that sublime— 

Not failure, but low aim, is crime. E 
Lowel 


STuDy or THE PoEM 


James Russell Lowell was born in 1819 at Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. He was educated at Harvard, where, later 
he became professor ofModern Languages. He was American 
Minister in Spain from 1877 to 1880; and in England 
from 1880 to 1885. Hediedin 1891. Beside several volumes 
of verse he published Conversations of some of the old Foets, 
Fireside, Travels, Among my Books, Democracy, and Political 
Essays. 


In doing great things we should not be thinking this way 
and that but begin at once, unmindful of success or failure. 
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l. white, i.e., blank. 2. whereon, on which. 3. night, 
ie, death. 4. Muse not, do not brood over. 8. sublime, 


lofty, uplifted. 
EXERCISE 


1. What does the poet value most ? 
9. Do you agree with the poet that the dashing manner 
is always favourable to brilliant success ? Why ? Why not ? 


What do you think of the proverb, look before you leap ? 
3. Explain : 
(i) Muse not which way the pen to hold; 
(ii) Soon come the darkness and the cold 
(iii) -...o..--hough thou have time 
But for a line, be that sublime. 


4. Lifeisaleaf. lifeisasaleaf. Whatfigures ofspeech 
have you in the two expressions ? 


In what details is the comparison between life and the 
leaf developed ? 


: 3 What is an epigram ? "What epigrams do you find 
ere 
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ASOKA’S MESSAGE TO HIS PEOPLE 


“I have spoke to subject peoples 
Precepts I have loved, 

I have carved on the rock-made pillars 
Lessons I have proved. 

Ministers of faith and duty 
Have my mandates told,— 

Spoke to near and distant nations 
Maxims loved of old ! 


“And within my spacious empire, 
By each highway made, : 
Figs and managoes I have planted 
For repose and shade; 
Wells I made for man and cattle, 
All that breathe and move,— 
But with higher toil constructed ® ° , 
Springs of faith and love ! 


‘Scatter then my royal riches, 
Spread my bounty then, 

'To the monk and to the toiler, 
To all living men, 
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To the Brahman and the Sraman, 
To all sects of fame,— 
Let each clan and corporation 
. Know Asoka's name.” 
0 Romesh Chandura Dut 


STUDY or THE POEM 


Romesh Chandra Dutt was born at Calcutta in 1848. 
He produced remarkable work of original power in poetry. 
His Lays of Ancient India and his renderings of the Ramayana 
and the Mahabharata in English verse show that he had com- 


lete mastery of the technique of the English language. He 
Tied in1909. ` d a seni 


l. spoke, poken: The poet uses the form to get rid of 
the extra syllable en in spoken, so that he may have eight syl- 
lables in the line. subject peoples, dependent nations, 2. 
Precepts, moral rules. 4. proved, learnt from experience as 
good and true. 5. faith, i.e., the Buddhist faith. 6. mandates, 
commands. 9. spacious, vast. 15. higher toil, ie., that of 
mind and spirit. 16. springs, i.c., my teachings. love, i.e., for all 
men. 18. bounty, i.e., gifts. 21. Sraman, a Buddhist Sanyasin 
orholyman. 22. sect, a religious body having its own name 
and places of worship. 23. corporation, a body of persons. 


: ^ Exercise 


1. Tell what Asoka did for his subject peoples. 
2. Readthe stanza which shows his missionary attitude. 
3. Explain: 
(i) Ministers of faith and duty; 
(ii) But with ^ her toil constructed 
Springs of faith and love ! 


4. How is the word royal i l 
Ana al used in the phrase my roya 
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AYODHYA 


There rose to heaven the Veda-chant, 
Here blent the Iyre and lute : 
There rang the stalwart archer's string, 
Here softly breathed the flute. 


e 


By penance, charity, and truth, — 
They kcpt each sense controlled, 

And, giving frecly of their store, 
Rivalled the saints of old. 


All scorned to lie: no miser there 
His buried silver stored : 
The braggart and the boast were shunned, 
“The slanderous tongue abhorred. 
R. T. H. Griffith 


STUDY OF THE POEM 


R.T. H. Griffith (1826-1906) was Principal at the Qneen's 
College, Banaras. He acquired great fame as translator of 
- several Sanskrit classics. . 


The stanzas describe the life of Ayodhya in ancient times. 


11 
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1. There. Thereas herein the next line, particularizes a 
place in the city of Ayodhya. the Veda-chant, the singing of 
the sacred maniras from the Veda. 2. blent, mingled. 
3. stalwart, strong, study. siring; i.e., of the bow. 5. penance, 
repentance for sins. 11. braggart, a vain boaster. boast, 
words of pride. 12. slanderous tongue, i.e., uttering of 
malicious words to injure others. abhorred, hated. 


EXERCISE 


1. What features of the ancient life in A 
described in the poem ? Me in Ayodhya are 


2. For what feature do you like the ancient people of ` 


Ayodhya most ? 
: 3. Explain: 
10) rosé to heaven; 
(ii) There rang the stalwart archers siring; 
(iii) softly breathed the flute; 
(iv) Rivalled the saints. 


ms Es Find examples of hyperbole 'and metaphor in the 
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FREEDOM 


God said, I am tired of kings, 

I suffer them no more : 

Up to my ear the morning brings 
The outrage of the poor. 


Think ye I made this ball 

A field of havoc and war, 

Where tyrants great and tyrants small 
Might harry the weak and poor ? 


My angel—his name is Freedom— 
Choose him to be your king, 

He shall cut pathways east and west, 
And fend you with his wing. 


Ralph Waldo Emerson 


STUDY OF THE POEM 


The poem foreshadows the gradual overthrow of mon- 
archy and the spread of democracy everywhere in the world. 


2. Suffer, permit. 4. outrage of the poor, violence done to 
the poor. 5. Think ye, do you think ? Ye is used in the 


3 13 
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nominative case only. (his ball, that is, the earth. 6. havoc, 
general waste or destruction. 8.harry, Larass. 9. angel, 
a spirit that carries God's message to men. 10. cul... west, 
carry my message of freedom across the whole world. 11. 
Jend, de fend. 


EXERCISE 


l. Describe the condition of the people under kings. 


2. Tell how the condition of the people has improv 
under democratic rule. people has improved 


3. Explain the meaning of the third stanza. 
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WHY SO IMPATIENT ? 


Why so impatient my heart ? 
He who watches over birds, beasts, and 
. Insects, 

He who cared for you whilst you were 
yer in your mother's womb, 

Shall He not care for you now that 
you are come forth ? 

Oh ! my heart, how could you turn from 
the smile of your Lord and wander 
so far from Him ? 

You have left your Beloved and are 
thinking of others : and this is why 
all your work is in vain. 


Rabindra Nath Tagore 


STUDY OF THE POEM 


“ Rabindra Nath Tagore (1861-1941) was born at Calcutta. 
He began writing poetry early inhis life, His Gilanjali and 
Chitra brought him world fame, and he was awarded the 
Nobel Prize in 1913. His poetry is marked by a deep re- . 
ligious feeling, a strong sense of the beauty of nature, and 
love of childhood. He was an ardent reformer and nationa- 
list. In 1901 he founded the Shanti Niketan, which has 
developed into an international university. In 1919 he 


15 
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renounced his knigthood to protest against the British 
repressions in the country. 


The poem is a rendering of Kabir's song Are man, Dhiraj 


kahe na dharai, in free verse. 
Love of God gives rest to the mind and makes it work 
fruitfully. This is the idea of the poem. 


1. impatient, restless, uneasy. 2. watches over, i.c. looks 
after. 9. smile, i.e., smiling presence. 11. Beloved, i.e., 
God. 13, in vain, useless. 


EXERCISE 
1. What cause of the uneasiness of man does the poet 
point out ? 
‘2, How does the poet comfort the uneasy man ? 


3. Why does Beloved begin with a capital letter ? How 
do you pronounce the word ? How do you pronounce this 
word when used as a past participle ? 

4. Explain : 

` (i) are come forth; 
(ii) wander so far from him. 
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THE EARTH AND MAN 


(6 little sun, a little rain, 
A soft wind blowing from the west, 
How green the woods atid fresh the fields, 
And warm again the mountain's breast. 


So simple is the earth we tread, 
So quick with love and life her frame; 
Ten thousarid years have dawned and fled, 
Arid still her magic is the same. 


A little love, a little trust, 

A soft impulse, a sudden dream, 
And life às dry as desert dust 

Is fresher than a mountain stream. 


So simple is the heart of man; 
So ready for new hope and joy; 
rTen thousand years since it began 
Have left it younger than a boy. 


Stopford A. Brooke 
17 
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STUDY OF THE POEM 


Stopford Augustus Brooke was born at Dublin in 1832. 
His work consists of theological and critical writings. He 
also wrote poetry and published a volume of Poems in 1888. 
He died in 1916. 


5— This beautiful lyric expresses the eternal charm of life 
which the simple earth and the simple heart of man make 
possible. 

4. themountain's breast, the main portion of the mountain’s 
surface. 5. tread, walk on. 6. quick, pregnant. frame, body. 
7. Ten thousand is used in an indefinite sense, 8. magic, charm. 
9. love, i.e., of wife for husband or mother for child. #rust, 
i.e., of one person in another or cbr ersons in God or some 
power or principle. 10. saft impulse, feeling of tenderness, 
dream, reverie, castle in the air. 15, 16. Ten thousand 
ears...boy; the very very long time, for which the human 
heart has been active, has not made itold. Here the typical, 
not the individual man, is considered. Man has for ever been 
. renewing his hopes and joys. 


EXERCISE 


1, Explain in simple English the meaning of the third 
stanza. 
2.. Why is the earth called simple ? 
3. How can you say that the heart of man is simple ? 
4, What is the charm of the earth ? 
5. How is the mountain imagined in the fourth line ? 
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ELDORADO 


Gayly bedight, 
A gallant knight 

In sunshine and in shadow 
Had journeyed long, 
Singing a song, 

In search of Eldorado. 


But he grew old— 

This knight so bold— 
And o'er his heart a shadow 

Fell, as he.found 

No spot of ground 
That looked like Eldorado. 


And as his strength 
Failed him at length 
He met a pilgrim shadow; 
' “Shadow” said he, 
**Where can it be— 
This land of Eldorado ?” 
19 ~ 
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*Over.the mountains 
Of the moon, 
Down the Valley of the Shadow, 
Ride, boldly ride,” 
The shade replied, 
“Tf you seek for Eldorado.!” 
Edgar Allen Poe 


STUDY OF THE POEM 


Edgar Allen Poe was born at Boston in 1809. His first 
publication Tamerlane and other Poems belongs Ito the year 
1827. He became the editor of various periodicals, includ- 
ing the Southern Literary Messenger, in which he published 
some of his best stories. He continued also to write verse 
the best examples of which ate The Raven and To Helen. In 
his poems, Poe strives for beauty of expression. In his short 
stories, Poe usually seeks to give an effect of lurid colour, 
gloom, or horror. He died in 1849. 


Eldorado means the golden land. ““The Spanish explorers 
sought for this land of gold and precious stones in the nor- 
thern parts of South America and elsewhere for many years. 
In this poem, the shadow of disappointment fell on the knight 
first, and then he takes counsel of a pilgrim shadow which 
is his own wisdom born of long experience. The knight is 

ical of those who, like Alexander, have vain ambitions 
Tm they cannot satisfy." 


, 1. Gayly, in showy bright colours. bedight, bedecked, 
dressed. The word is now used in poetry only. 9. shadow, 
i.e., of disappointment. 14. at length, at last. 15. a be 
Shadow, a shadowy figure looking like a pilgrim. 21. the Valley 
of the Shadow, i.e., of death. The allusion is to Bunyan’s 
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Pilgrim's Progress. This is the Valley through which Christ- 
ian had to pass to the City of Heaven. Here, no golden 
land in heaven is to be reached by the knight after he 
has ridden over the mountains and down the Valley of the 
Shadow. Eldorado is an imaginary place. 


In the last stanza the pilgrim shadow's xeply is, **You 
have long endeavoured to find Eldorado and are now over- 
come by a feeling of despair, This will not do. Boldly 
ride on till death, if you ERR for Eldorado." 


EXERCISE a 
1. Whatis the moral of the poem ? 
2. Paraphrase the first two stanzas. 
3. Whatis the rhyme scheme ofeach stanza ? 


4. A pilgrim shadow. Howis pilgrim used in the phrase ? 
Form three phrases using in each a noun as an epithet, 
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REST 


Rest is not guitting 
x The busy career; 
Rest is the fitting 
Of self to one's sphere; 


"Tis the brook's motion, 
‘Clear without strife; 
Fleeting to ocean, 
After its life : 


*Tis loving and serving 
The highest and best; 
"Tis onward, unswerving, 
“And this is true rest. 
Goethe 


Srupy or THE PoEM 


Goethe (1749-1832) the most distinguished of German Ù 
oets and writers, has acquired a world-wide reputation for 
is Faust. : 


Rest is interpreted as no cessation from work but an 
easy onward activity in one's own sphere with love of and 
devotion to the ‘highest and best’. 


22 
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4. sphere,range or province within which one's activities 
are carried on. 7. Fleeting, Passing swiftly. 8. After its 
life, having run its course, . Onward, moving forward. 
unswerding, without turning, without flinching.: 1 


ExERCISE 2 


1. Write the poem in easy prose. 

. 2. Restis the brook’s motion. Why is the expression strik- 

ing ? 
3. Suggest from the recent history of our country a 


son or persons who satisfied the ideal of activity put forth 
in this poem. 
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. And there diffused its sweet perfume, 


THE VIOLET 


Down in a green and shady bed 
A modest violet grew; _ 

Its stalk was bent, it hung its head, 
As if to hide from view. 


And yet it was a lovely flower, 
Its colours bright and fair ! 
Tt might have graced a rosy bower, | 
‘Instead of hiding there. — 


Yet there it was content to bloom, 
In modest tints arrayed; _ | 


E 


{Within the silent shade, ~ ... ररत 


Then let me to the valley.go, |... ~ 
This pretty flower to see, 

That I may also learn to grow 

~ Insweet humility. ~... Tute 


Jane Taylor 
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Down in a green and shad bed 
A modest. violet arew 
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STUDY OF THE PoEM 


Jane Taylor, the English writer for children, was born in 
London in 1783. She iB to a literary family and 
produced most of her work in collaboration with her elder 
sister, Ann Taylor. Her poems generally convey a moral 
and are remarkable for aptness of expression and metrical 
skill. She died in 1824. 


The poem shows Jane Taylor ather bestfor both language 
and metre in poetic composition. It describes how an im- 
pulse from a fair violet Dodie in a shady bed moves her 
to learn sweet humility of it. 


l. bed, a level or smooth piece of ground in a garden. 
3. stalk, the stem ofa plant. 7. might have graced, beautified. 
bower, shady recess in a garden; also, the private room of 
alady. Both the meanings are reflected in the word; for the 
violet is not understood simply in its literal sense but is also 
compared to a lady. 9. content, satisfied, pleased. to bloom, 
to flower. 10. modest, not showy. tints, colours, arrayed, 
dressed. 11. diffused,spread. 16. humility, modesty. 


EXERCISE 


1. What are the qualities of the violet which impress 
the poct ? 

2. For what quality does the poet like the violet most ? 

3. Explain: To hide from view; grace a rosy bower; sweet 
humility. 

4. Use in sentences: as if, instead of. 

5. Find transferred epithets in the poem. 
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MAKE HASTE, O MAN, TO LIVE 


Make haste, O man, to live; 
For thou so soon must die; 

Time hurries past thee like the breeze— ६५५ 
How swift the moments fly ! 


To breathe, and wake and sleep, 
To smile, to sigh, to grieve, 

To move in idleness through earth— 
This, this is not to live. 


Up then with speed, and work, 
Fling ease and self away; 

"This is no time for thee to sleep— cud N 
Up, watch, and work, and pray. eet 


xt dS reni 3X V 
qom ae H. Bonar os 


STUDY OF THE Porm 


Horatius Bonar (1808-1889) was a clergyman who disti 
guished himself for religious nae sy Sip 


... The poem urges men to make the best use of life while - 
it lasts.. 
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3. hurries, movesfast. past, beyond the timefor. Here 
itisusedasa prepa ion grieve, to mourn, to feel grief. 
10. self, i.e., self-indulgence 


EXERCISE 


1. Write in simple English the meaning of the second 
stanza. 


2. Explain 


(1) How swift the moments fly ! 
(ii) Fling ease and self away 


3. What figures of speech do you noticeinlinesi3 and4 ? 
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HONESTY 


Thou must be true thyself, 
If thou the truth wouldst reach : 
‘Thy soul must overflow, if thou 
Another’s soul wouldst reach ! 


It needs the overflow of heart 
"To give the lips full speech. 
Think truly, and thy thoughts 
Shall the world’s famine feed; 


Speak truly, and each word of thine 
Shall be a fruitful seed; 

Live truly, and thy life shall be 
A great and noble creed. 


H. Bonar > 


STUDY OF THE POEM 


2. wouldst, desirest to. 3. overflow, flow over with love, 
4. reach, deeply affect. 5.‘ heart, thoughts and feelings of love. 
6. full, unrestrained, sincere. 8. the world’s famine feed, pro- 
mote goodwill and right understanding in the world. 10. 
be a fruitful seed, be the beginning of progress and reform. 
12. creed, religion. If you are true, you will attract persons, 
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and they will imitate you in all matters as they imitate'a 
prophet who founds a creed. 


EXERCISE 


— 
. 


When are you true to yourself in thought ? 
When are you true to yourselfin word ? 
3. When are you true to yourselfin deed ? 
4. How do ySu know thata certain person is true to 
himself in thought, word, and deed ? 
5. Explain: 
(i) If thou the truth wouldst reach; 
(ii) Shall the world’s famine feed. 
6. What figure of speech do you find in line 3 ? 


> 
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THE TOILERS 


"As I look around this dear old earth 
I see the vast wave of common mass 
traversing by diverse ways? 
the endless track from life to death, 
urged on by common human needs 
from times immemorial. 
{It is they that row 
and they that sit at the helm. 
‘It is they that sow the seeds 
and they that.toil the harvest. 
They remain the same through ages 
—the toilers. * 


The sceptres snap, 
the war-drums beat no more," 
columns of victory 
stand in stupid silence, 
'bloodshot eyes and blood-stained hands 
hide in history's pages. 
But they toil on 
“at home and abroad, 
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by the sea and by the rivers, 
here and there and everywhere. 
Empires have passed away, 
and on their ashes and ruins 
they ply their daily round 
—the toilers. 
Rabindra Nath Tagore 


STUDY or THE POEM 
E 


In this poem, the poet regards the labouring class of 
people as a permanent feature of human life in the midst of 
such short-lived scenes as military invasions and overthrow 
of kingdoms and empires. 


2. mass, people. 3. traversing. by diverse. ........ life to 
deaih, passing br ever their lives in different occupations. 
Human life is here regarded not as this man's life or that 
man's life but as the life of man in general, of all time. 3. 
traversing, passing over. diverse, different. 5. urged, forced 
from within. needs, such as those of food and clothing. 
6. immemorial, so long past that they are not remembered 
now. 8. helm, the handle by which the rudder of a boat is 
managed. 10. toil, produce by labour. the harvest, the 
crop gathered. 12, scepires, i.e., kingdoms. A sceptre is a 
rod held by aking inhishand asa sign ofpower. sma,i.e., 
break suddenly causing confusion. To snap is to break 
suddenly with a sharp sound. 14. columns, troops in military 
order. 24. ply their daily round, carry on their professional 
duties day by day. 


EXERCISE 


1. Whatclasses oflabourersare ‘mentioned in the poem ? 
2. Withwhatotherclasses ofpeopleare they contrasted ? 
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9. What does the contrast lead the poet to ? 
4, Explain: 

(i) the vast wave of common mass; 

(ii) stand in stupid silence 

(iii) hide in history’s pages 

(iv) on their ashes and ruins 
5. Find examples of alliteration in the poem. 
6. Whatis the effect of the repetition of the toilers ? 
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राष्ट्रीय शान 


जन्नगणम्न-अधिनायक जय हे 
भारत - भाग्यविधाता d 
पंजाब सिन्धु शुजराट मराठा 
Tae उत्कल वंग 
विन्ध्य हिमाचल agar गंगा 
उच्छ जलधितरंग 
तव शुभ .नासे जागे, 
तव शुभ आशिस सांगे, 
गाहे तव जयगाथा। 
जनगण मंगलदायक जय हे 
भारत - भाग्यविधाता । 
SH हे, जय हे, जय हे, 
जय जय जय, जय हे ॥ 
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